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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Attachments) 

1) |3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 11/19/03 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 09222005 



Application/Control Number: 10/717,014 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3724 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: underlining 
are commonly used to indicate amendments or changes in the claims as provided in 37 
CFR 1 .1 21 and are normally not intended to be printed in the published patent. If 
underlining is intended to appear in the claims in the published patent, such intention 
must be clearly indicated in applicant's reply to this office action. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because Figure 4 does not appear to show Ai 
and/or A 0 correctly. Furthermore, Figure 4 does not appear to show an end view of an 
anvil roll correctly. When the sleeve is mounted on the armature, the inner portion of 
the sleeve will deform and Si cannot be as shown. Diameter of portions of inside 
surface of the sleeve will be substantially equal to A G and other portions will extend 
through perforations, which will be substantially equal to Aj but not Si. Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
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description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, it is not clear what structure is set forth by "possessing inside and 
outside diameters which are, respectively, less than and greater than those of said 
armature". When the sleeve is mounted on the armature, the inner portion of the sleeve 
will deform and diameter of portions of inside surface of the sleeve will be substantially 
equal to A 0 and other portions will extend through perforations, which will be 
substantially equal to Aj but not Si. 

In claims 3 and 6, it is not clear what structure is set forth by "said sleeve 
includes material extending...". Is this referring to material of the sleeve? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 10/717,014 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3724 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1 -6, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Schuster (US 2,257,025). 

Schuster discloses all the recited elements of the invention including an elongate, 
tubular, cylindrical armature (1) and an elongate, tubular, cylindrical resiliency sleeve (4) 
wherein inside and outside diameters of the sleeve are less than and greater than those 
of the armature, respectively. Regarding claim 2, see Figure 1 . Regarding claims 3 and 

6. page 2, left column, lines 15-17. Regarding claims 4-5, see Figure 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schuster. 
Schuster discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the armature being 
formed of expanded perforate metal. However, it would have been obvious matter of 
design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to form the armature out of 
expanded perforate material because applicant has not disclosed the expanded 
perforate material provides an advantage, is used for particular purpose, or solves a 
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stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art would have expected Schuster's 
perforated metal cylinder and applicant's invention, to perform equally well with either 
material since both material would perform the same function. See also page 9, lines 9- 
13 of applicant's specification. It has been held to be within the general skill of a worker 
in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as 
a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sawyer, Dames, Jr., Greider, and Delhaes are cited to show 
related devices. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Choi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4504. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on 571-272-4514. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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